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All Pro
Dads keep
Dungy
legacy alive

CATCH
graduates
first class

Lottie Cuthbertson
Front row: Dr. Sophia Wisniewska, Catherine Cardwell, Helen Levine & Ethel Johnson
Back row: James Schnur, Lyn Johnson, Rick Edmonds, Dr. Go Davis, Tim Franklin & Darryl Rouson
Jameis Winston
BY ALLEN A. BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

TAMPA – Over a thousand dads, kids and moms
converged in the center of
Raymond James Stadium
last Saturday, Nov. 5 for the
annual All Pro Dad Father
& Kids Experience, featuring sports warm-ups, skills
drills and bonding activities.
President and Founder
of Family First Mark Merrill,
with the support
and help of Tony Dungy,
held the first All Pro Dad
event in the old Houlihan
Stadium in 1998.
“We expected at that
event to have just a small
crowd, but we had several
thousand dads and kids
come out,” said Merrill in
the Buccaneers locker
room.
This year’s event highlighted nearly 20 years of a
partnership between Family First and the Florida
Coalition Against Domestic
Violence, which provides
the opportunity to share the
resounding message about
fathers developing safe and
healthy relationships. This
year’s “hero” theme punctuates the power of fathers
being in the lives of their
children. Merrill said that
such an event should not be
limited to Tampa.
“So we’ve over a 100
See DUNGY, page 6

Large turnout at
The Weekly Challenger’s
open house
BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

The Weekly Challenge,
a new Negro-oriented
newspaper, will be published in Pinellas County
beginning Thursday.
ST. PETERSBURG –
That blurb written in the
Sept. 13, 1967, edition of
the St. Petersburg Times
announced the beginnings
of
recorded
African-American history in Pinellas County.
Now, almost 50 years

later, the Nelson Poynter Memorial Library at
USFSP is currently in
the process of building
the digital archive
for The Weekly Challenger where anyone
worldwide can access it.
Six months after each
issue of the paper is published, it will be available
in the digital archives.
At the digital archive
open house event on
Monday at the Poynter
Memorial
Library,
USFSP honored Senator-elect Darryl Rouson

for his part in securing
funding for the project
and the Johnson family
for continuing the
legacy of founder Cleveland Johnson, Jr.
“Individually
in
terms of our project, all
three organizations—
The Weekly Challenger,
the Poynter Institute and
USF St. Pete—serve a
strong purpose,” said
Catherine
Cardwell,
dean of the Nelson
Poynter Memorial Library. “But as partners
we’re collaborating to

preserve and strengthen
an important part of St.
Petersburg’s cultural
heritage.”
Through the efforts
of then Rep. Rouson and
other legislators during
the 2016 legislative session, the Poynter Library received funding
to develop and implement preservation and
sustainability initiatives
for The Weekly Challenger, which includes
access to resources
See TWC, page 10

Fifth-graders score leadership in new soccer club
BY JEFFERY ZANKER
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Fifth-grader Danyelle
Miller is at her happiest
when she kicks the soccer ball down the field.
“It keeps me active
and excited,” Danyelle,
10, said.
She hopes to continue her adrenaline
streak in soccer playing
on the new STARS soccer club at Fairmount
Park Elementary.
The club started last
month at five other Pinel-

las elementary schools:
Fairmount Park, Campbell Park, Pinellas Park,
Lealman, Lakewood and
Melrose. It is part of the
“Prep for Middle School
Success” grant that
started earlier this year
as a collaboration between Pinellas County
Schools, Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB) and
USF St. Petersburg
(USFSP).
USFSP’s College of
Education was awarded
the grant in April by
See SOCCER, page 8

Coach Murray helps Danyelle Miller on
making a handball pass.

BY FRANK DROUZAS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
Back in June the Tampa Bay
Black Business Investment
Corporation
(TBBBIC)
launched its CATCH program—a 15-week business
program designed to train
business owners—and Nov. 3
celebrated its first graduating
class at the Palladium.
“We could not do the work
we are doing here in the Sunshine City, especially in south
St. Petersburg, without
them,” said Mayor Rick Kriseman in praising the efforts of
the TBBBIC and its President
and CEO Albert Lee.
The TBBBIC is a U.S.
Treasury certified Community Development Financial
Institution (CDFI) dedicated
to providing business and
funding opportunities for the
long-term growth and success
of small businesses. The
CATCH curriculum, created
by FDIC in conjunction with
the SBA (U.S. Small Business
Administration), is designed
to help business owners excel
in their current businesses
and provide new entrepreneurs with the skillset to develop their concepts into a
business.
Kriseman called the members of the graduating class
trendsetters and partners with
the city of St. Pete.
“I am excited to watch as
each of you takes the knowledge you have gained over
these last several weeks and
translates it into the real world,
right here in the Sunshine
City,” he said.
Lee thanked the participants of the program, noting
that they all showed dedication to attending all the classes
spanning the 15-week period.
He also lauded the partners of
See CATCH, page 7
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Career online high school
available free to residents

Jazzy Jubilee featuring
Rachelle Ferrell

Earn accredited private high school diploma through St. Petersburg Library System
ST. PETERSBURG –
Residents now can earn an
accredited private high
school diploma online
through the St. Petersburg Library System. As a
member of the Pinellas
Public Library Cooperative, St. Petersburg is offering
qualified
community members the
opportunity to earn an accredited private high
school diploma and credentialed career certificate
through Career Online
High School, a program
brought to public libraries
by the state of Florida and
Gale, a part of Cengage
Learning.
Part of the world’s first
accredited, private online
school district, Career Online High School is specifically designed to reengage
adults into the education
system and prepare them
for entry into post-secondary career education
or the workforce. Currently, more than 23,000
adults in St. Petersburg
lack a high school degree
or equivalent.
The St. Petersburg Library System will award
scholarships for Career
Online High School to
qualified learners looking
to earn a private high
school diploma and advance their careers. Once
enrolled, Career Online
High School pairs each
student with an academic
coach, who assists with developing an individual career plan, offers ongoing
guidance and encouragement, evaluates performance, and connects the

learner with the resources
needed to demonstrate
mastery of the course material.
Classes are supported
by board-certified instructors and students have
24/7 access to the online
learning platform. Coursework begins in one of
eight high-growth, highdemand career fields
(across a wide spectrum
from child care and education to certified transportation), before progressing
to the core academic subjects. Students are able to
graduate in as few as six
months by transferring in
previously earned high
school credits but are
given up to 18 months to
complete the program.
Residents can learn
more about Career Online
High School at any St. Petersburg library or by visiting the library’s Web
site, www.splibraries.org/
COHS. Other Pinellas residents can learn more
about the program and
find a library offering the
program near them by visiting
www.pplc.us/
ohs.shtml.
For more information

or questions, contact Angela Falsey, Adult Services
Coordinator, St. Petersburg Main Library at 727892-5295.
The St. Petersburg Library System is pleased to
offer this program as a
part of its Community Development Initiative, a
method to enhance the
provision of resources,
services and programs focused on the education,
economy, ecology, equity,
efficiency and engagement of our community.
About your St. Petersburg library
St. Petersburg’s Library System provides library resources to meet
the educational, recreational, cultural, intellectual and social needs of its
diverse community. It operates seven community libraries, including the
Main Library, North Community Library, South
Community Library, West
Community Library, Johnson Community Library,
Mirror Lake Community
Library and a micro-library at Childs Park. For
more
information,
visit www.splibraries.org.

ST. PETERSBURG –
Unity of Midtown, where
Rev. Dr. Doral R. Pulley is
the spiritual leader, presents
Jazzy Jubilee 2016 with special guest artist Rachelle Ferrell. Artist will hit the stage at
7 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 18 at
the Palladium Theater, 253
Fifth Avenue N, St. Pete.
What began as an intimate fellowship around food
and jazz with local artists at
the Carter G. Woodson
African American History
Museum four years ago has
morphed into a capital campaign fundraiser with
Grammy Award-winning
guitarists Norman Brown
and nationally acclaimed vocalist Ferrell.
She is unquestionably
one of the most dynamic talents in contemporary jazz
music. Often compared to
Minnie Riperton, Ferrell has
a six-octave range and a
keen ability to sing in her
whistle register.
After an extensive career
in Japan, she first emerged
in the United States with her
R&B debut “Rachelle Ferrell” (1992), a solid collection
of self-penned originals. Her
striking duet with Will
Downing, “Nothing Has

Ever Felt Like This,” made
her popular in the mainstream R&B, pop and
gospel genres.
Born in Berwyn, Pa., in
1964, she began singing at
the age of six. As a youngster she received classical
training in piano and violin
and by the time she was a
teen, she played the piano
professionally.
After high school she enrolled in Berklee College of
Music in Boston where she
mastered
arrangement,
singing and songwriting.
Upon graduation she secured a position teaching
music for the New Jersey
State Council on the Arts
alongside Dizzy Gillespie.
Prior to her solo career,
Ferrell sang backup for Lou
Rawls,
Patti
LaBelle,
Vanessa Williams, and
George Duke. She has
worked with such artists as
bassists Tyrone Brown,
Kenny Davis and Stanley
Clarke; pianists Eddie
Green, Gil Goldstein and
Michel Petrucciani and
trumpeter Terence Blanchard, as well as tenor saxophonist Wayne Shorter and
keyboardist Pete Levin.
Very few vocalists in the

industry have Ferrell’s potent combination of range,
phrasing and musicianship.
Ferrell, along with Norman Brown, will be in concert on Friday, Nov. 18 at 7
p.m. at the Palladium Theater, located at 253 Fifth Ave.
N, in St. Petersburg. There
will be a pre-show buffet dinner event at 5:30 p.m. with
Alex Harris and ACT (Arts
Conservatory for Teens)
performing, and the evening
will conclude with an artist
meet and greet and an after
party with Shawn Brown.
Tickets for all events
can be purchased at unityofmidtown.org or mypallidium.org.

Lecture unearths the history of
Pinellas cemeteries
PINELLAS COUNTY –
Long before the establishment of Lincoln
Cemetery on 58th Street
South, other burial sites
served African-American
communities along the
Pinellas peninsula. A lecture at Heritage Village
this Sunday, Nov. 13 describes some of these
earlier cemeteries, their
fate and also mentions efforts to get a special historic designation for Rose
Cemetery, the historic
cemetery in Tarpon
Springs that has served
northern Pinellas for
more than a century.
In the Pinellas Room
at Heritage Village, 11909
125th St. N, two historians will offer a program
entitled “Digging into
Our Past: The History of
African American Cemeteries in Pinellas County.”
Tina Bucuvalas, the Curator of Arts & Historical
Resources for the City of
Tarpon Springs, will offer
an enlightening lecture
on the significance of the
historic Rose Cemetery.
Bucuvalas describes
some of the characteristics that historians and
anthropologists consider
when evaluating the social context of cemeter-

Oakhurst Cemetery, located near Seminole
High School, is a largely forgotten site where
African Americans buried their loved ones.
ies. Her substantial research of Rose Cemetery
will become the framework for a future initiative to get the cemetery
added to the National
Register of Historic
Places.
Jim Schnur, a librarian at USF St. Petersburg
and Heritage Village Historian in Residence, will
broaden the discussion
to talk about other
African-American cemeteries
in
Pinellas
County’s history. Among
those he will describe are
a few cemeteries that sit
on the former site of the

The Weekly Challenger
Home Delivery to South St. Petersburg for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

Laurel Park residential
community along 16th
Street South, presently
used as parking lots at
Tropicana Field.
Schnur will also talk
about Oakhurst Cemetery, another largely forgotten site on a bluff near
Seminole High School, as
well as smaller cemeteries that served AfricanAmerican communities
in Clearwater, Safety Harbor and Dunedin.
Beginning at 2 p.m.,
this lecture is free and
open to the public. For
more information, call
(727) 582-2123.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Challenging communities
to seriously consider adopting
or mentoring siblings

Haircuts for the homeless before
the holidays

Photo by Pezz

BY LAURA
MULROONEY
Staff Writer

TAMPA BAY — This
is an urgent and important question that must
be raised time and time
again, but each time,
there is a different child
or children. One Church
One Child of Florida is
reaching out to families
and individuals in local
communities across the
state in efforts to help
share the truth that the
children pictured here
and others like them are
waiting for a permanent
home and/or mentor.
Daily, over 700 children are in need of a family to call their own, many
of them minorities. Can
you provide a loving, permanent home for siblings
or other children like
them or even consider
becoming their mentor?
Churches are asked
to partner with One
Church One Child in
sharing information with
congregations and extending Watch-Care Ministries to children. Rev.
Beverly Hills Lane, state
for
One
president
Church One Child of
Florida and vice-president for National One
Church One Child, is
challenging fellow pastors to get involved and
encouraging families to
open their hearts and
homes to children.
These series of arti-

cles feature children located in communities
across the state and have
no family identified to
adopt them; will you take
the challenge of opening
your home and family to
parenting them?
November’s child is
highlighted in this article; she too deserves to
have a family. Do pray
sincerely for her and
consider making her a
part of your family
through adoption or a
part of your church
through Project WatchCare, for support and
mentoring.
Janiya
Kind, compassionate
and incredibly intuitive,
Janiya is a natural-born
caregiver. She has a big
heart and the uncanny
ability to know exactly
how others are feeling
and what they need.
She can be a little shy
at first, but once she’s
comfortable she allows
her playful, fun personality to shine through.
Janiya’s proud of her
“beautiful brown eyes”
and how fast she can run.
She loves to sing, swim,
be outdoors and go shopping!
Janiya has overcome
an incredible amount of
self-doubt and difficulty
in her young life, and she
deserves a loving family

“I care about others”
that will celebrate and reenforce her strength
every day.
If you are interested
in knowing more about
Janiya and other children
in foster care available for
adoption, or if you would
like to become a foster
parent, mentor, partner
or volunteer, One Church
One Child is having an
Education Forum on Saturday, Nov. 19 from 10–
11:00 a.m. at Dove Chiropractic Medicine, Inc., located at 360 6th St. S, St.
Petersburg.
A continental breakfast will be served.
Please RSVP with LaKay
Fayson, Recruitment Coordinator
for
One
Church One Child of
Florida’s SunCoast Region, at (813) 740-0210 or
lakay_fayson@ococfl.org.
For more information,
please
visit
www.ococfl.org.

ST. PETERSBURG —
Barbershops and salons
are places you go to talk,
where you find out what’s
going on in your neighborhood and in your community believes Antwan
Jennings, St. Pete native
and owner of MisTer’z Barber Lounge.
“I want people to feel
like they can come in and
talk to us freely,” said Jennings. “I want to provide a
safe, open place and a new
start to those who don’t
have the same opportunities as others.”
This Saturday, Nov. 12,
Jennings will open his
shop to the homeless community between 1-5 p.m.
for free haircuts, toiletry
bags and a cookout at MisTer’z Barber Lounge located at 6393 Dr. M.L.K Jr.
St. N, Suite 106.
Jennings has partnered
with friend and fellow local
business owner Stephanie
Wynn of Wynn & Wynn
Business Solutions, LLC.
“If we succeed at this
event, everyone succeeds,” explained Wynn.
“As business owners we
need to work together and
give back to the community. It’s not about ‘I,’ it’s

Antwan Jennings cut Stephanie Wynn’s hair.
about the need to give
back to the community.
Without a successful community, small businesses
cannot do well.”
A second event will
take place on Sat., Nov 19
in downtown St. Petersburg at St. Vincent DePaul
Center of Hope located at
401 15th St. N, between the
hours of 1-5 p.m.
Jennings and Wynn
chose the two different locations to reach both the
north end and downtown
areas of St. Petersburg.
Jennings, who lives in
downtown St. Petersburg,
sees homelessness in the
city on a daily basis, which
has fueled his passion to
do more than give spare
change.
Along with making this
an annual event, the next

goal for these entrepreneurs is to reach the innercity culture and provide
foster kids with free haircuts around the beginning
of the new year, and to
build a network of resources for those less fortunate among other local
businesses.
“Kids sometimes cannot help their situation, if
they could they would do
better, they would. We’re
trying to give them better,”
said Wynn.
Services will be available for both men, women
and children for each
event.
To make these events
successful, toiletry donations are being accepted at
MisTer’z Barber Lounge,
6393 Dr. M.L.K Jr. St. N,
Suite 106.

Fourteen SPHA residents receive
scholarships
ST. PETERSBURG –
Fourteen St. Petersburg
Housing
Authority
(SPHA) residents are one
step closer to getting their
degree thanks to SPHA’s
Scholarship Program and
the partnership with St. Petersburg College (SPC)
Four residents received
$1,000 tuition scholarships,
and 10 residents received
$250 textbook scholarships.
“At SPHA, part of our
mission is to promote resident self-sufficiency, and
we believe the best way to
do that is to assist our residents with educational opportunities, said SPHA
Chief Executive Officer
Tony L. Love. “Education
is the foundation for creating a better future. We are
very proud of the scholarship recipients and wish
them the best as they work
to advance their education.”
Recipients of the $1,000
tuition scholarship include
Yalonda Clark, Christy Lai,

Tiffany Ward and Angela
Little. Recipients of the
$250 textbook scholarship
are A’tiana Mason, Seamarshall Hall, Yalonda
Clark, Christy Lai, Tiffany
Ward, Angela Little, Velma
Robinson, Sherika Oliver,
Kobirika Williams and
Louise Ware.
The scholarships were
created as a part of SPHA’s
agreement to sell the Center for Achievement and
Midtown Youth and Family Enrichment Center to
SPC. As a requirement of
the sale, SPC will provide
four $1,000 tuition scholarships, 10 $250 textbook
scholarships and five surplus computers, as they become available, each year
to SPHA public housing
and Section 8 residents for
30 years.
Another
facet
of
SPHA’s Scholarship Program is to identify residents who are interested in
continuing their education
and provide them with information about scholar-

ships offered by national
housing industry organizations. To date, 20 residents
have received scholarships
thanks to the program.
More
information
about SPHA’s Scholarship
Program can be found online at www.stpeteha.org/
scholarship.htm.
About St. Petersburg Housing Authority
(SPHA)
Founded in 1937,
SPHA is one of the first
housing authorities in the
nation and is continually
rated by the U.S. Department of Housing and
Urban
Development
(HUD) as a “High Performing” agency. SPHA
provides housing assistance to qualifying low-income families within its
service area, which includes the City of St. Petersburg and extends in a
10-mile radius outside of
city limits. More information about SPHA’s programs and services can be
found at www.stpeteha.org.

Back row: Tony L. Love (CEO), Harry Harvey (Vice Chair),
Dr. Delphinia Davis (Chairperson), Dr. Basha Jordan Jr (Commissioner),
Dr. Arnett Smith (Commissioner Emeritus)
Front row: Christy Lai (Scholarship Winner),
Jo Ann Nesbitt (Commissioner), Louise Ware (Scholarship Winner),
Tiffany Ward (Scholarship Winner), Artesha Adras (Commissioner)

When: Saturday, November 12 • Time: 11 am – 3 pm
Place: Childs Park Recreation Center
4301 13th Ave. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
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MT Pilgrim M.B.C. Presents its

7th Annual Veterans Day in the Park Celebration

1-8
4-3
6-5

Veterans Day is celebrated nationwide as a day to honor our veterans, service men
and women, past and present. We at Mt Pilgrim MBC along with other community
churches would like to recognize the veterans in our community by showing our
appreciation for their service and giving back to the community with a family and friends
fun day. The event includes; guess speakers, games, prizes, health screening for vets
and their family, information to help veterans, free haircuts, gospel choirs,
ROTC drill team, Praise dancers, healthy activities to participate in and plenty of food.
So come join us in celebrating and honoring our veterans and their families
on this Veterans Day for serving our country and the sacrifice
their families had to endure as our veterans served.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Ashli Doss: A beautiful gift of gab Random act of kindness
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
It was in elementary
school when Ashli Doss
realized she had the gift of
gab. She was chosen to
be an anchor for her
school’s morning news
show at Woodlawn Elementary. During that
time, she could recall her
mother watching Bay
News 9 where she was inspired by local anchor
Erica Riggins. From
there, her interest in communications grew.
“I loved to talk and
share stories with my family and friends,” said Doss.
“I enjoyed speaking and
participating in groups
particularly at church. I
was a social butterfly.”
When she became a
student at Lakewood
High School, she had the
opportunity to participate
in CATCOM, a morning
news program in partnership with WTVT-Fox 13 in
Tampa.
Upon high school
graduation, Doss attended Florida A&M University in Tallahassee.
There, for the first time,
she was away from her
family and the strong support they offered. It was
also there at the School of
Journalism & Graphic
Communication where
she honed her skills in television news as a broadjournalist.
Her
cast
friends and mentors became her family away
from home.
During her sophomore year, she was se-

lected to become a FAMU
“News 20 at 5” anchor and
also hosted a radio show
on WANM 90.5, where
she won her first Florida
Associated Press award
for “Best 15-Minute Radio
Newscast.” Those skills
gained in the newsroom
helped Doss to complete
a successful internship at
CNN in Atlanta.
“FAMU was good for
Ashli because it helped
her realize her potential
and that her goals were attainable,” said Delia Doss,
her mother who by this
time had moved to Georgia. “She knew that she
had the support of her
dad and Aunt Pat in St. Petersburg. Ashli wanted to
explore the country, and I
have to admit that was a
little frightening to me.”
After graduating in the
fall of 2013, Doss took a
journey across the country for her first broadcast
job in Great Falls, Mont.,
as a multimedia journalist.
Whether she was covering breaking news of a
high-speed chase or shedding light on child homelessness, Doss has always
upheld the responsibility
she has to the public by
delivering news that’s accurate and fair.
In 2015 Doss returned
to her hometown where
she was then hired as a
journalism instructor for
the Tampa Bay Times’
Journeys in Journalism
program at Melrose Elementary School.
She described the job
as rewarding and impactful as she helped to develop
the
school’s

BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

newspaper and online
website. Doss also enjoys
being involved in her
community and helping
students become successful in the classroom.
In August she joined
WJBF News Channel 6 in
Augusta, Ga., as their
newest morning reporter
for “Good Morning Augusta.”
Doss is a current
member of the National
Association of Black Journalists and Educator Writers Association. In her
spare time you can find
her spending quality time
with family, hanging out
with friends, teaching
Sunday School at her
home church Prayer
Tower Church of God in
Christ or jamming out to
her favorite Beyoncé
songs.
She loves volunteering in her community and
traveling to new places.
Doss credits her success
to God and those that
have supported and invested in her career.
Like Ashli Doss on
Facebook @AshliDossNews and follow her on
@AshliDossTwitter
WJBF.

www.T he w eekly C hallenger . Com

ST. PETERSBURG —
Oh, how wonderful it is
when the day goes as expected and everyone present themselves favorably
and kind. However, so
much can go awry in the
course of a day that will
challenge the peace that we
so desire to enjoy.
The morning plans of
an early start can be disrupted by a delayed alarm
clock causing hurried
speed rather than the cruising to work. Then, of
course, this would be the
day where the kids are in a
slow hurry to get dressed,
eat breakfast and move out
the door to get to school.
“Why don’t they come on,”
you think.
Theresa Kim Solitaire,
peer mediation instructor at
Northeast High School, understands this kind of day
and how it affects people’s
attitude towards one another. In her peer mediation
class students are asked
what things resonate with
them, what things matters
to them, what are some of
the issues at school and
how can they help solve

them and make for a more
positive environment?
“There is a lot of stress
on the campus and it is a
common denominator for
both students and teachers,” said Solitaire.
Students are addressing
this by doing random acts
of kindness, which are good
gestures that are completely unexpected. She explained that it creates a
positive moment for the recipients as well as making
the giver feel warm inside.
Her class is divided into
various groups with each
one displaying different
acts of random kindness.
One group led by Tamaria
Gonzalez, a senior at Northeast High, created medallions with quotes designed
to bring an uplifting moment to the day for administrators, teachers and
students.
The medallions are accompanied with candy to
provide an extra sweet moment. Positive messages
are also hung on the door of
the classroom. It’s all designed to randomly bring
light to one’s day.
“We should not give up
and we should not allow the
problem to defeat us,” said

Theresa Kim Solitaire
Gonzalez, quoting one of
the messages given on this
day from renowned author
A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. “When
the world says, ‘Give up,’
hope whispers, ‘Try it one
more time.’”
These random acts of
kindness and motivating
words serve as high inspiration on the campus.
Indeed, much can go
awry in the course of a day.
Oh, how wonderful it is
when random acts of kindness are brought our way
on medallions and posters
with encouraging and motivating words. For instance,
“If plan “A” didn’t work, remember that the alphabet
has 25 more letters.”
That’s encouraging!

L-R Amanda Amores, Jessaline Cardenas,
Crystal Rivera and Tamaria Gonzalez
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And justice for all: The case of Michael Morgan
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
St.
Petersburg
The
Branch of the Association
for the Study of African
American Life and History
(ASALH) presented a
seminar entitled “Criminal
Justice in the United
States: Eyewitness Identification, Wrongful Convictions? The Case of
Michael L. Morgan Jr.”
last month at the Dr.
G.
Woodson
Carter
African American History
Museum.
The discussion reviewed the arrest, conviction and incarceration of
former St. Pete resident
Michael Morgan, and how
he and other African
Americans are treated in
the judicial system.
In 1998, Morgan was
convicted of rape, robbery
and the shooting of a
woman. He was sentenced
to three life sentences
without the benefit of parole. Imprisoned since the
age of 18, and is now 41
years old, Morgan’s case
has been well-documented
with evidence that could
prove his innocence.
His
mother,
Vel
Thompson, has been his
staunchest supporter and
has been relentless in obtaining freedom for her
son. She acknowledged
that Morgan had been in
trouble with the law before, but is confident of his
innocence, supported by
evidence such as the letter

her son’s supposed co-accomplice, Gerald Wright,
wrote informing her that
he was not the person with
him committing the crime.
Wright named another
person as the other perpetrator, and reiterated his
statement to Morgan’s
lawyer and St. Pete Detective Ron Noodwang, who
interviewed Wright at the
Pinellas County Jail. The
information was presented to the State Attorney’s Office, but they
considered the case
closed and would not reopen it.
Discrepancies also include the review of the
first description from the
victim, a reputed drug
dealer who was the daughter of a former St. Petersburg police officer. The
victim described her assailant as being cleanshaven and having a gold
tooth in his mouth. Morgan at the time had been
wearing a beard for over a
year and did not have a
gold tooth.
Relentless in her quest
to keep his case alive,
Thompson approached
the late Elijah Gosier, a
journalist with then St. Petersburg Times who in
2001 wrote an article
about the inconsistencies
of the case. And last year
she reached out to WTSPChannel 10 investigative
reporter Mike Deeson,
who interviewed Morgan
in prison, unraveling the
facts of the case.
“I’m convinced he was
framed,” Deeson stated.

CONNECT WITH US!

“It seemed a way to warehouse a young man. I
credit Vel for doing her
homework and gathering
enough information for
this to be seen as a miscarriage of justice.”
His
investigation
brought forward another
person convinced of Morgan’s innocence, a juror in
the third trial that eventually convicted him, Keith
Bentley. He now says he
is an advocate for the release of Morgan and that
the jury was denied full access to all of the facts.
“I feel used and betrayed by the system that
I had faith in, and remorseful for putting
Michael in prison,” Bentley tearfully said to the
crowd. “A lot of information wasn’t given to us
[the jury]. We knew nothing of the victim’s background, which would have
swayed me. It’s supposed
to be a system of justice,
but they only gave us
enough information to get
a conviction. I was used as
a pawn to wrongly convict
someone. I was mortified
about the sentence.”
There has never been
any DNA, fingerprints or
fiber evidence presented
against Morgan. The only
evidence was the victim’s
eyewitness
statement.
Thompson revealed that
most citizens are already
in some type of facial
recognition system. By
some this is seen as “high
tech racial profiling.”
She gave a challenge
to the crowd: “Speak to

your legislators, write to
your governor. Let them
know you’re involved, concerned and we want
change. Silence is destroying us, we have to speak
out.”
Several men in the audience also told of their
own horror of being arrested for crimes they did
not commit. They felt that
their arrests were due to
them being black.
“Being a black man in
America, we get pointed at
for things we ain’t done,”
stated Edward Wainwright, who years ago was
accused and vindicated of
rape. “We have no money
to defend ourselves.
Black men get railroaded
in America.”
Even though Morgan
has been languishing in
prison, his spirit is not revengeful, explained his
mother.
“He has learned to forgive others and says he
knows that God has this,”
Thompson said. “He says
he had to forgive to be
able to move forward.”
Thankful for having
his mom still by his side
fighting for his freedom,
Morgan has missed 22
years of birthdays and holidays with his family,
things most take for
granted.
“The luxury for my
son will be to sit in the sun
and have it shine on his
face,” Thompson concluded.
For more information,
visit Morgan’s Facebook
page @freemichaelmorgan.

L-R Keith Bentley, Vel Thompson and
Mike Deeson

Michael Morgan with his mom, Vel Thompson
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Encouraging fathers to spend time with their kids
From DUNGY, page 1

events like this with 18
different NFL teams
around the country,” Merrill said.
Tampa Bay Buccaneers defensive tackle
Clinton
McDonald
teamed up with Merrill to
host the event this year.
McDonald personalized
the significance of the day
in his own life.
“My father was kind of
like a neighborhood dad,”
he said, continuing on
about how his father
reached out to all the kids
in the neighborhood and
helped them participate in
organized sports throughout the community.
“We didn’t have a lot of
money growing up, didn’t
have a lot of resources,
but my father had a lot of
love for us and the kids in
our community,” said McDonald, who has three
brothers and two sisters.
Like father like son.
“That’s what I want to
emulate in my life with my
children—that it’s alright
to think about others and
not just about themselves.”
Former
Buccaneer

tight end and recent retiree Alex Smith was also
on hand to help McDonald out with the morning’s
activities on the field.
Smith is the father of two
twin six-year-old boys, and
he said he brought his
kids to the event to enjoy
the experience.
“Kids wanna stay inside all day with their
technology, and there’s
true value in getting outside and running around
with your kids,” said
Smith.
Just as Smith was leaving the locker room, retired Buccaneer wide
receiver Frank D. Murphy strolled in. The 10year veteran with the
Bucs was part of the
golden era lineup that
would go on to win the
team’s first Super Bowl in
2003.
“It’s all about motivating kids,” said Murphy,
who has been a part of All
Pro Dads since 2012.
“It’s all about family.
It’s things we have to
learn as men, especially
as athletes about how to
be better role models in

the household as well as
on the outside,” Murphy
added.
As everyone began
moving outside for the
morning’s activities, the
announcer called for
everyone to line up with
their team captains in the
middle of the field with
the same team colors.
Each family had been assigned a color as they registered for the event.
Teams
rotated
through multiple activities, such as throwing
footballs through targeted
spaces, kids tackling dads
and family sprints. By
noon, many children and
adults had worked up an
appetite for the snacks
provided for attending
families.
Everyone received a
gift backpack with a tshirt, an All Pro Dads
medallion and two inspirational books for encouraging fathers to be on time,
all the time heroes for
their children.
To
reach
Allen
Buchanan,
email
abuchanan@theweeklychallenger.com

L-R, Alex Smith, Frank Murphy
and Clinton McDonald

Founder of First Family
Mark Merrill
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CATCH releases 11 entrepreneurs into the city
From CATCH, page 1

the CATCH program, such
as Foundation for Healthy St.
Petersburg, Vision 20/20
and the City of St. Pete.
Lee and independent
business consultant Tahisia
Scantling, the program coordinator, handed out certificates to the graduating
members.
“The certificate is just a
small part,” Lee said. “That’s
just something that shows
that you went through the 15
weeks. The real part will be
what you do after this. What
you do after this will make a
difference in this community.”
Lee told the graduates
that they have no idea how or
what kind of imprint they’ll
make with the positivity that
they showed as participants
in this class and the people
that they’ll be able to encourage.
“Other folks that see you
will want to emulate you—
those will be the lasting impacts, and many of those
impacts we’ll never see and
we’ll never know. But you

can make that difference and
I know you will,” he said.
Members of the 2016
graduating class included
Michael Whiting, Loretta
Calvin, Ortega Rutledge,
Cheryl Walker, Jah’tia
Haynes, Jamara Forbes,
Michelle Williams, Dolores
Givens, Renee Edwards
and Lottie Cuthbertson.
Participants in the program received a $2,500
stipend to be used solely
for the growth of their businesses, along with such benefits as business coaching
and mentoring, networking
opportunities and access to
an onsite CPA for assistance
with financials. After completion of the CATCH program,
participants will also receive
ongoing support for up to
two years.
Ada McFarley, entrepreneur and CEO of Never Late
Property Cleaning, offered
words of encouragement to
the graduating class. When
she was passed over for a
promotion at her job seven
years ago, she told the crowd

she decided to go to work for
herself and start her own
cleaning company.
“Working for yourself is
one of the hardest things
you will ever, ever do,” she
said. “But working for yourself is so very rewarding.
And as I introduce myself in
any networking group, ‘I’m
the proud owner of Never
Late Property Cleaning,’”
she added, stressing the
pride in business ownership.
McFarley stressed that
small business owners can
do nothing without the help
of their teams. If you have
happy employees, she
noted, you keep good
clients.
“You have got to invest
in your team!” she said,
adding that it’s a “big deal”
to be able to write a paycheck to employees and
transform their lives.
The evening ended with
a catered dinner provided by
Heavy’s Food Truck.
For more information
about TBBBIC, please log on
to tampabaybbic.com.

Loretta Calvin

Cheryl Walker

Renee Edwards

Dolores Givens

L-R, Tahisia Scantling, Mayor Rick Krisman, Jamara Forbes
and Albert Lee

Michael Whiting

Ortega Rutledge

Michelle Williams

Jah’tia Haynes

Ada McFarley
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Soccer, Teamwork, Attitude, Respect & Self-Awareness
From SOCCER, page 1

JWB. Its purpose is preparing fifth-graders entering
middle school with essential leadership skills. It also
supports USFSP expansion of their programs in
nearby
elementary
schools.
“It benefits everyone
teaching and learning,”
said Harris Ambush, community liaison for USFSP’s
College of Education.
The grant is composed
of five components: a
USFSP tutoring program,
which its students mentor
fifth-graders, host SMART
leadership summer camps,
have a leadership club
once a week, college field
trips and a soccer club.
“This is a good role
model for fifth-graders to
get the needed skills to
make the best decisions,”
said Ambush. “It is important for children to have
the motivation to strive better not just in school, but
for themselves.”
USFSP has had a partnership with Fairmount
Park for four years. They
have held summer camps
for upcoming fifth graders,
along with campus field
trips and tutoring sessions.
“This grant is a followup for students who joined
our camps,” said Bill
Heller, the College of Education dean at USFSP.
STARS is an acronym
for the club’s goals (Soccer, Teamwork, Attitude,
Respect and Self-Awareness). USFSP, along with
the club coaches, hope to
instill leadership values to
the teams.
According to Harris,
the club was a long-working process. This included
research and discussion
for the best opportunities
to give elementary students. They choose soccer

as the best activity that displays leadership skills and
co-ed teamwork.
“We saw that soccer
was the number one sport
to help with team-building,” Ambush said.
“Soccer is the best
sport for children to understand how to work and
have fun as a team,” said
Heller.
Harris helps oversees
the grant with his brother
David managing the club.
David helps support the
soccer teams by refereeing
games and teaching yoga,
which he started a year
ago for schools.
“Yoga goes with the
last letter of STARS for selfawareness,” said David.
The Ambush brothers
are no strangers in helping
their hometown. They also
founded Hands 4 Hope,
which assists St. Pete elementary schools with programs such as yoga, art
and health and wellness
classes.
According to Ambush,
the club is a first for Pinellas elementary schools to
hold sports games. But the
goal is not winning games,
but good student conduct.
The teams are encouraged
to achieve good grades and
behavior in school. A grade
drop or misbehavior can
result in team suspension.
“It is more about the
students than competition,” Ambush said.
Most of the Fairmount
team is new to the game.
Jason Murray, or
“Coach J” by his Fairmount students, has never
played soccer before. But
having played sports since
high school such as track
and basketball, he quickly
took the challenge of learning a new sport in two
weeks of the club’s start.

“I knew the rules, but I
didn’t put them to the test
until now,” Murray, 29 said.
But like his team, Murray quickly took a liking to
the game.
“It is a joy…to work
with kids who grew up in
the same area as I have,”
Murray said.
Danyelle’s teammate,
Antonio Morgan, prefers
playing football to soccer,
but he finds soccer helps
him with footwork.
“I’m getting better in
both,” Antonio, 11, said.
In the past month, Fairmount Park has played
against Pinellas Park and
Lealman, scoring victories
in both games.
Ambush recalls a
school principal exclaiming during a game that
“those kids never have behaved so well.”
The teams practice two
times a week and play
against each other on Fridays. They wear their jerseys all day to show their
team spirit.
The club has gain high
participation from the players’ parents. For Fairmount’s first game, they
showed their supports
with signs made by the
school.
Tracey
Stokes,
Danyelle’s
aunt
and
guardian, was ecstatic
about the chance that
some children were getting to play her niece’s favorite sport.
“They now have more
opportunities to play,”
stated Stokes said, who
said that Danyelle hopes to
continue playing the game
after Fairmount.
“She won’t go to middle
school without a soccer
club,” she revealed.

Jason Murray, or “Coach J,” trains his STARS soccer club team
at Fairmount Park Elementary.

The STARS soccer club started in October as part of “Prep for Middle
School Success” to encourage leadership skills among fifth-graders.

Antonio Morgan starts off his team’s drills with a pass.
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Photos by Barry Lively and Kelley Collier

Digitizing the past
From TWC, page 1

provided by the Poynter
Institute, a global leader in
journalism.
“The Weekly Challenger
has served as a voice for
Pinellas County’s AfricanAmerican community for
nearly 50 years,” said
USFSP Regional Chancellor Dr. Sophia Wisniewska. “Thanks to
legislative leadership of
Senator-elect Darryl Rouson, we are enabled to
take the first steps to preserve the history of this
significant publication.”
Through the digital
archive, donated artifacts
and thousands of photos,
USFSP is in the process of
building a special collection for the Challenger.
Readers will be able to access and browse issues
from the last 25 years.
This partnership provides
a unique learning opportunity for journalism students, Wisniewska said, as
they have a chance to become part of a working
newsroom through the

university’s
Neighborhood News Bureau.
Before the Challenger,
many African-American
residents in the area read
newspapers
from
Chicago, Pittsburgh, Atlanta and other papers
published by African
Americans, while little to
no local news could be
found. Cleveland Johnson,
Jr. answered the call for
such a hometown paper
here in St. Pete, and
began publishing the
paper in 1967. Today, Lyn
Johnson, the youngest
daughter of the paper’s
founder, serves as publisher.
“In the four years that
she has led the paper,”
Wisniewska said, “Lyn
has increased readership
by focusing on community
news and placing national
news on their website.”
President of the Poynter Institute Tim Franklin,
who has served as the editor of three metropolitan
newspapers, said that the

goal of any news organization is to be the essential
source of news and information for its community
of readers and viewers.
“For nearly 50 years,
The Weekly Challenger
newspaper has achieved
that goal,” he said. “It’s
been an absolutely vital
source of news and information for the AfricanAmerican communities of
Pinellas County.”
The roots of the paper
go back to The Weekly Advertiser, owned by M.C.
Fountain, Franklin explained. Cleveland Johnson, Jr. a salesman at the
paper back then, acquired
the business in 1967 and
changed its name and
focus. It became the voice
of the black community
with coverage of school
desegregation and corporate hiring practices, noting which businesses
would hire black employees.
“When
Cleveland
Johnson passed away in

2001 at the age of 73,”
Franklin said, “he was
such a legend that obituaries appeared about him in
newspapers as far away as
Honolulu.”
His widow Ethel Johnson then served as publisher, and in Feb. 2012,
Lyn Johnson became the
paper’s publisher. This is a
time of seismic change in
the media industry, he
pointed out, brought on by
the digital revolution.
“We intend to work
with USFSP to help Lyn
and The Weekly Challenger
as it adapts to this new
media order.”
Rouson, who sold
copies of the paper as a
young boy, acknowledged
the “tireless dedication
and commitment” of the
paper’s editor and publisher, Lyn Johnson.
“We see her at all of
these events across this
city,” Rouson said, “quietly
going about her job of
telling the story of black
history and community

history in this city. And I
look for ways to help preserve that and sustain it.”
Lyn Johnson acknowledged Rouson for securing the funding to help
keep The Weekly Challenger still thriving a half
century after it was
launched.
“Without his help,”
she said, “I don’t know if
we would’ve made it to our
50th anniversary next
year.”
She also thanked USF
Librarian James Schnur,
who also holds adjunct
teaching appointments at
Eckerd College and the
USF School of Information, for his efforts with
the archiving and bringing
the project to life.
“I’d like to thank the
community,” she added,
“because without the community there would be no
Weekly Challenger.
Ethel Johnson told the
crowd on hand that she
hopes the paper can continue to be a “vehicle for

the community.”
“I tell my daughter
Lyn,” she said, “that as
long as you’re doing good
work and work that benefits others, you’ll prosper.”
Officials attending the
event included Dr. Goliath
Davis,
Congressman
David Jolly, Commissioner Charlie Justice,
Council members Ed
Montanari, Karl Nurse,
Darden Rice and Lisa
Wheeler-Bowman.
If you have older issues of The Weekly Challenger, especially from the
1990s or earlier, please
contact Special Collections at the USFSP Poynter Library. They will be
digitized, added to the
paper’s archive and given
back to the owner. Please
call 727-873-4094 or email
weeklychallengerarchive@gmail.com.
To reach Frank Drouzas,
email fdrouzas@theweeklychallenger.com
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Tim Franklin, Pres. The Poynter Institute

Winnie Foster, Lyn Johnson & Trinia Cox

Former Dep. Mayor Go Davis

Dean Catherine Cardwell

Senator-elect Darryl Rouson

REEVES BUILDING, PLUMBING
& ROOFING CONTRACTOR
Over 37 Years in Tampa Bay

ConneCt
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Roofing • Soffit & Fascia Cabinets • Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation • Custom Home Remodeling
Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
Licenses:
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

First Baptist institutional Church

(727) 894-4311

Email: info@mzprogressive.org
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South,
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

sunday Worship services............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
sunday school...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible study .......................noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday prayer service ...............................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible study ....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel services - 921 20th street south
sunday Worship service .................................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday small Group Bible study ..............................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

Bethel MetRopolitan BaptiSt ChuRCh

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

(727) 327-8708

Sunday Worship Service ....................10:15 a.m.

Sunday Worship Services 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School.............................9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) ...........6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) .................7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) ..4:00 p.m.

Sunday School .....................................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday)..................7:00 p.m.

rev. Wallace elliott
sr. - pastor

Bible Study (Wednesday) ....................7:00 p.m.

“God’s House To The City”

REv. DR. WAynE G. ThomPSon,
PASToR

“the Little Church Where everybody is somebody”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston,
Pastor

Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

Faith Church
4301 13th Avenue South
Rev. J.C. Pritchett, Pastor
Mrs. Karen Pritchett

(Childs Park Rec. Center)
Saint Petersburg
11 A.M. Sunday

www.faithchsp.com • 727-240-8373
@FaithCHSP on Twitter

Your church ad
could be here
contact: www.TheWeeklychallenger.com

Faith Church Saint Petersburg on Facebook
Mount piLGriM MissionArY BAptist ChurCh

Victory Christian Center Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone: 727-321-7375

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.Victorychristiancenterchurch.org

“God’s People Return to
the Word of God”
Service Schedule
Sunday

pastor Clark hazley, sr.

Mission Statement

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

WEdnESday
Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

Pastor
Claude Williams

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Friendship

20th Street
church of christ

Missionary Baptist church
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300 www.fmbctheship.org
Email: fmbc3300@verizon.net

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

Dr. John A.
Evans, pastor

Worship ExpEriEncEs
Sunday Worship .............................................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m.
Sunday School............................................................................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday ....Noonday Wednesday in the Word and Bread of Life
7 p.m. Prayer and Wednesday in the Word
7 p.m. Youth Enrichment
Our Mission: Friendship Missionary Baptist Church is a
family of believers in Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved and teaching the saved
to serve by demonstrating the Love of Christ.

bro. robert Smith

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, Fl 33712
home: 896-8006

Sunday Morning Worship
Sunday Morning bible class
Sunday Morning Second Worship
ladies bible class Monday
Monday evening bible class
Wednesday Morning bible class
Wednesday evening bible class

..........7:45 a.m.
..........9:20 a.m.
........10:40 a.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
..........7:00 p.m.
........10:00 a.m.
............7:00 p.m.

Genesis
Worship
Center
ChurCh
1601 49th Street South
Gulfport, FL 33707
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
Pastor Michael T. and
10:30 a.m.
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Manuel Sykes

Your church ad could be here
Contact: 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services
Church School ..................................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ............................... 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union......................... 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The Rock of Jesus MissionaRy BapTisT chuRch
SUNDAY SERVICES/WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
10:30 a.m. Worship Service
9:00 a.m. Breakfast (First Sunday only)
9:30 a.m. Sunday School (First Sunday Only)
Sunday School 9:15 a.m. / Devotion 10:15 a.m.
Praise & Worship 10:20 a.m. / Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer - Monday 12:00 noon
Weekly Bible Study - Tuesday 6:30 p.m.
Adult Choir Rehearsals - Thursday 6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015

Rev. Brian K. Brown

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVE. S., St. Petersburg, Florida
Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Email: rojmbe@knology.net
Office Hours: Tues. & Thurs. 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

House of Prayer
Rev. Chambers, Spirtulaist
Help with all problems of life
Without Walls International Church
Senior Pastor, Randy White
Sundays at 9:00am and 11:00am
Thursdays and 7:00pm
4414 N. Grady Ave Tampa, FL 33614
www.withoutwalls.org 813-879-HOPE

60 years experience

727-289-2078
Help bring you back to the Lord

CHURCH NEWS
Pastor’s Corner

St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor,
the Reverend Brian K.
Brown, its official staff of
Deacons and Trustees, and
the entire congregation, extends to the community at
large, its wish that there
would be an overflowing of
God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine
that has as its central core,
the belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for
a lost world hungry and
thirsty for the word of God.
At St. Mark, we as a body of
believers are Christians willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for the
awesome gift of His son,
Jesus Christ.
Events for November
Nov 13 - Deadline for

Ministries to bring assigned
foods for Thanksgiving baskets
Nov 19 - Thanksgiving
Basket Distribution Day to
Selected Families
Nov 20 - Church Outing:
Celebrating their Pastor’s
20th Anniversary at Macedonia Baptist Church, Rubonia,
FL-3:00 p.m.
Nov 24 - Church Office
Closed for Thanksgiving
Sunday school held for
both children and adults of
all ages. Sunday school
starts each Sunday morning
at 9:30 a.m. All are invited to
come out and join us.
Young Adult Ministry
(YAMS) Every Sunday: 9:30
a.m.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday: 5:00 p.m. Members and the general public

BY REV. DR. DORAL R. PULLEY,
SPIRITUAL LEADER
are invited to come out to
study the Bible with us, and
learn “What Baptists Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6:00 p.m.
Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Mime/Praise Dance Rehearsal on Sundays: 2:00-4:00
p.m.
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday: 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday: 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening: 7:00 p.m.
Children Youth Ministry
Bible Study 1st & 3rd
Wednesday of each month:
7:30 p.m.

Unity of Midtown

I Love to Tell the Story! Part 2
Unity of Midtown, originally founded as Unity Temple of Truth Church, has a
rich history in St. Petersburg.
In 1990, a few days before
Christmas, founding minister,
Rev. Catherine Brooks made
her transition from abundant
life to eternal life.
Rev. Davene Davis, a
third-generation Unity minister, was elected as the
church’s second minister
from 1991-1993. She filled the
pews with her exuberance
and was an excellent
fundraiser and event planner.
The church’s third minister,
Rev. Melvera Jean Hinton-

Brown, was known for fun
and fellowship and served the
church from 1994-2001.
The church was without a
minister for a few years and
various Unity ministers and licensed Unity teachers gave
the lessons while the Board of
Trustees handled the business of the church.
The church elected its
first male minister, Rev. Prentiss John Davis, in 2004 and
he served the church for
seven years. He was a great
teacher and under his leadership, various members of the
church traveled to Unity Village in Lee Summit, Missouri

and attended several classes.
In August 2014, the
church called its fifth minister, the Rev. Dr. Doral R. Pulley,
from
Baltimore,
Maryland to Florida. Under
his pastorate, the church has
experienced unprecedented
spiritual, numerical, financial
and physical growth and its
theme is Let’s GROW Together! The church requests
all former members who have
stories about the church’s history from 1990-2014 to come
and share their testimonials
on Thursday, November 10 at
6:30 pm for the Church’s 59th
Anniversary Celebration.

First Mt. Zion MBC
Friendship MBC
INVITATION SUNDAY AT
THE SHIP - The Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, which is
often referred to as “THE SHIP”,
will hold their regular Worship Sunday Services at 7:45 am, 10:45 am
and Sunday Church School at 9:30
am.“WEDNESDAY IN THE
WORD” NOON DAY FROM 12:00
NOON UNTIL 1:00 PM (THE
BEST ONE HOUR OF YOUR
DAY) AND “PRAYER &
WEDNESDAY IN THE WORD”
ALONG WITH “YOUTH ENRICHMENT” AT 7:00 PM – THE COMMUNITY IS WELCOMED TO
JOIN US.
November at the Ship – Thank
You Veterans
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor
“Best 10 Sermons – 1 DVD + 9
CD's, per-order you now, for a Donation of $25.00. All orders must be
received by October 30th – make all
checks or money order payable to
FMBC. All orders will be ready No-

vember 13, 2016.
WEST COAST BAPTIST DISTRICT ASSOCIATION
118TH ANNUAL SESSION
HELD AT FRIENDSHIP
Wednesday, November 9, 2016
– Morning and Afternoon Meetings, Classes and Worship Services
are under separate cover.
7:00 pm - YOUTH EXPLOSION – Open to the Community
Thursday, November 10, 2016
– Morning and Afternoon Meeting,
Classes and Worship Services are
under separate cover.
7:00 pm – THE MODERATOR'S HOUR – Open to the Public
Friday, November 11, 2016 –
Morning and Afternoon Meeting,
Classes and Worship Services are
under separate cover.
10:00 am – THE WOMEN'S
PRESIDENT HOUR (Attire Brown
and Rust Orange) – Open to the
Community
11:00 am – THE LAYMEN'S

PRESIDENT HOUR – Open to the
Community
7:00 pm – WORSHIP AND
COMMUNION SERVICE – Open
to the Community
“THE SHIP” won't sail without
YOU! For additional information on
any of the announcements, please
contact us by the following methods: Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church, 3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Church Office: (727) 906-8300 - EMail: fmbc3300@verizon.net
NOW “LIVE STREAMING”:
Visit Our Website: www.fmbctheship.net
Visit Our FACEBOOK
PAGE
Visit West Coast Baptist District Association Website: www.expericencethecoast.com
NEED A RIDE TO CHURCH?
Call our Transportation Ministry –
(727) 906-8300 – MONDAY – FRI.
FROM 9 AM - 3 PM.

19/39 PASTOR AND FIRST FAMILY
APPRECIATION CELEBRATION
Theme: “A Pastor with a Heart for Service”
Scripture: II Chronicles 31:21
AT A GLANCE
Sunday, November 13, 2016 at 4:00 pm – Pastor Rev. Patrick Miller, Bethlehem
Baptist Church of Sarasota – Kickoff Service
Wednesday, November 16, 2016 at 7:00 pm – Pastor Dr. Deborah Greene of Mt.
Calvary Missionary Baptist Church, St. Petersburg
Friday, November 18, 2016 at 7:00 pm - “A Simply Black Celebration” at the St.
Petersburg Country Club – Contact Church for Information and Tickets
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 7:45 am – Culmination Service
Dr. Alphonso Jackson, Second Baptist Church, Miami
Sunday, November 20, 2016 at 10:45 am – Culmination Service
Dr. Gaston Smith, Friendship Missionary Baptist Church, Miami
“Dinner is Served in the Upper Room”
Dea. Arthur Reese, Honorary Chairperson
Dea. Ernest & Sis. Larnetta Peterson, Chairpersons
Min. Keith & Sis. Carolyn Riggins, Co-Chairpersons

All are invited to join the
First Mount Zion Missionary
Baptist Church family as
they celebrate their annual
Deacons and Deaconess Fellowship Hour. The worship
service
will
take

place on Sunday, November
13 at 3:30 pm.
Guest congregation in
charge will be the Shiloh
Missionary Baptist Church,
Largo, Florida, with Pastor
Willie D. McClendon, Jr.

bringing the message.
First Mt. Zion is located
at 1121, 22nd Street South
where Reverend Wallace Elliott, Sr. is pastor.
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